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Draft Proposal to SMUD to Adopt a Bird Protection Policy

Friends of the Swainson's Hawk, California Foundation for Birds of Prey, and other organizations as listed below request that SMUD Board adopt a Bird Protection Policy as outlined here:

Whereas, SMUD facilities have the potential to electrocute migrating raptors and thereby violate the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and

Whereas, other utilities have adopted and implemented bird protection policies since 1993, and demonstrated cost-effective ways to protect raptors from electrocution; and

Whereas, reducing raptor electrocution can also improve utility performance and reduce utility costs; and

Whereas, SMUD can reduce its liability for fines and penalties under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and other state and federal wildlife protection laws by adopting policies, plans and programs to reduce bird mortality from its operations;

Therefore be it resolved that SMUD
Is committed to protecting migratory birds from fatalities due to SMUD facilities and operations;  and

Will develop a draft plan for bird protection by January 1, 2008 and distribute the draft plan for public review and discussion for 45 days, and will hold a public hearing for adoption of the plan by March 1, 2008;

Will include in the draft plan its intent to:

a) develop an agreement with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the State Department of Fish and Game to protect SMUD from prosecution;

b) train employees on bird protection issues and  solutions;

c) retrofit poles in areas where bird mortality is probable;

d) require bird protection construction for all new facilities;

e) establish goals, targets, timelines and budgets for implementing the plan, including reducing raptor mortality;

f) make information available to the community and wildlife regulatory agencies on an annual basis for public review and comment.

