

September 5, 2006

Mr. Tom Buford, Associate Planner

City of Sacramento Environmental Services Division

North Permit Center

2101 Arena Boulevard, 2nd Floor

Sacramento, CA 95834

 
RE: Comments Regarding Draft Environmental  Impact Report (DEIR) for the Greenbriar Project Annexation Proposal

Dear Mr. Buford,

Please find herein the Natomas Community Association’s (NCA) comments on the City of Sacramento’s (hereafter referred to as the City) Sphere of Influence and Annexation Proposal for the Greenbriar Project (hereafter referred to as the Proposal) as contained in the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR).  

The Proposal is in an effectively decertified flood plain- how will the applicant and the City mitigate the flooding risks necessary to bring the proposal up to 200 year flood protection?   If construction and mitigation is proposed, how will it be specifically funded?  Please provide thorough details on flooding mitigation measures, be they physically constructed or otherwise.  Please provide a construction and financing plan if proposed.  

Loss of agriculture- how will the applicant make up for the loss of agriculture that the Proposal would cause?  How would that be mitigated?  How will the lost crops be re-sourced from other sources in the region?  Is the loss of agriculture consistent with regional planning efforts in these regards? 

Sewer outflow issues - the local and regional sewer systems as currently constructed and planned do not include the ability to handle the outflows that the Proposal would create. What is specifically proposed to address these sewer systems concerns?  If construction and mitigation activities are proposed, how will they be specifically funded?  What are the details of any construction plans?  Please provide a construction and financing plan if proposed.  Have additional permits been sought from the appropriate water agencies that restrict (treated) sewer outflows into the Sacramento River, and if not, will they be sought?  Will the additional sewer flows negatively impact habitat conservation and restoration efforts in the San Francisco Bay Delta water region? 

The City of Sacramento is currently out of compliance with the police, fire, and emergency services standards and staffing ratios required by the North Natomas Community Plan (NNCP), the governing document for the development of North Natomas.   How will the City be brought into compliance with these various standards before the Proposal can be properly considered?  How will the Proposal affect this already out of compliance situation?  What do the applicant and the City propose?  When and how will the two police and fire substations required by the NNCP be funded and built?  How will emergency services be provided to the thousands of additional residents contemplated by the Proposal?  How will the necessary additional officers, firemen, and associated resources be provided to the residents?   How will the city mitigate an already desperately strained, out of compliance service situation in North Natomas that the Proposal will exacerbate?  If mitigation, personnel budgeting, and facility construction is proposed, how will it be specifically funded?  Please provide a budgeting, construction, and financing plan if proposed.  Please provide specific timelines that the applicant and City propose to bring the City into compliance with all of these ratios and requirements. 

The Project’s DEIR describes serious, unmitigatable traffic congestion to I-5, 99 and surrounding roads from the Proposal and notes that I-5 and 99 would have to be widened to six lanes.  Because the applicant and city do not propose to widen these roads, serious, unmitigatable traffic congestion would result, likely hampering necessary commerce and business to and from our regional airport, and preventing the delivery of a necessary level of transportation services to Greenbriar.  How will these transportation impacts be mitigated?  How will ground commerce to and from the regional Airport be maintained?  How will land be obtained to provide for the necessary road widening?  If land acquisition and transportation construction and mitigation is proposed, how will it be specifically funded?  Please provide a construction and financing plan if proposed. 

The Proposal’s inconsistency with and unrelatedness to the existing Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) and North Natomas Community Plan (NNCP), the governing documents for the development of North Natomas.  How will the applicant and the City ensure that the Proposal is equitable with these existing governing documents?  How will the Applicant and the City avoid the creation of an inequitable and unfair situation for other developers who must still comply with the existing HCP and NNCP?   How will the applicant and the City avoid the creation of a brand new planning process for the Proposal that might subject the earlier plans to extensive litigation?  

The financing plan contained in the DEIR Proposal is seemingly incomplete and unworkable.  Will it be revised?  Will additional funding streams be secured?  How will a better plan address the many funding discrepancies and shortfalls?  How will it ensure that existing residents of North Natomas receive the services they need while simultaneously being able to supply funding for the many new residents in the Proposal? 

Thank you very much for the opportunity for our community association to comment on and address this critical matter.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Reavey, for the Natomas Community Association (NCA)

Natomas Community Association (NCA)

3291 Truxel Road, Suite 26 Sacramento, CA 95833 

916-991-2177
Thomas Reavey


170 Vista Cove Circle


Sacramento, CA 95835
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