June 20, 2007  RE:  Rancho Murieta

Email to: Joyce Horizumi DERA County of Sacramento

Dear Joyce,

I am faced with a bevy of DEIRs in Rancho Murieta all flawed by the same
environmental assessment deficit.  It is bewildering to say the least for a
small environmental group to try to track and respond to this flurry of
individual projects when the issue of cumulative impacts flows through all
of them.  

This letter should be submitted as comment on all Rancho Murieta projects.
Include the  recirculated Draft EIR for Murieta's Residences and Retreats.
Please also inform me by email or at the address below of FEIR and public
hearing notices on each Rancho Murieta project before you.

The County has erred in not updating the Rancho Murieta Master Plan. It is
decades out of date on key issues such as water supply, sewer capacity and
impacts on wildlife. Environmental review of that plan is very sadly out of
date. No projects should be going forward that require any discretionary
action by the County until this Plan is fully updated and compliant with
today's environmental standards.

Meanwhile projects are coming in which change the plan.  The county is
piece-mealing environmental review and not performing adequate cumulative
impact analysis.

Friends of the Swainson's Hawk is particularly interested in an updated
assessment on the Swainson's Hawk nesting and foraging habitat in the plan
area. We are concerned about water supply to the riparian forest that
sustains Swainson's  Hawk nesting activities along the Cosumnes River.  The
County must do a cumulative impacts analysis of impacts of full Rancho
Murieta buildout on the Cosumnes River and wildlife dependent upon it before
it acts on Murieta's Residences and Retreats and other projects in the Plan
area.

Sincerely,

Judith Lamare

Jude Lamare, President
Friends of Swainson's Hawk
915 L St., C-425
Sacramento, Ca. 95814
916-447-4956
916-447-8689 fax
www.swainsonshawk.org
judelam@sbcglobal.net  
