


Who is Friends of the 
Swainson’s Hawk?

Contribution

On August 15, 1992, three birdwatching 

buddies sat in a canoe on North Stone 

Lake watching a 

Swainson’s 

Hawk soar 

overhead.  They 

talked about 

the wave of 

urbanization 

poised to pave 

over the Sacramento farmlands.  They 

wondered how long the Swainson’s Hawk 

would survive with its habitat being paved 

over.  So was born Friends of the 

Swainson’s Hawk, a grassroots non-profit 

organization.  FOSH has taken on the 

challenge of protecting Swainson’s Hawk 

habitat in the range of the California 

Swainson’s Hawk.

Commitment
About seventeen thousand Swainson’s 

Hawks once flourished in California.  The 

State of California classifies the Swainson’s 

Hawk as a threatened species under the 

California Endangered Species Act.  Join us 

in making a 

commitment to 

maintaining 

a strong 

population of 

Swainson’s 

Hawks in 

your area.

Typical Habitat  -  Photo by Judith Lamare 

Photo by Reis Santana

Background Photo by Thomas Reavey

Compassion
About two thousand Swainson’s Hawks 

nest and reproduce in California, 

primarily in Sacramento, Yolo and San 

Joaquin Counties.  Each spring, 

Swainson’s Hawks return to our region 

from their wintering activities.  They 

depend on our trees, rivers, streams, and 

agricultural fields to live and reproduce.  

In recent years some Swainson’s Hawks 

have returned to find their nesting trees 

gone and their foraging fields paved over.  

Others experience disruption of their 

nesting because of construction or 

because people have moved too close to 

them.  Compassion requires us to stop 

this and allow future generations to know 

the Swainson’s Hawk.

Name: 

Address:

City:   State:     Zip:

Phone:  

Email:

Join our Yahoo Groups list Serve at:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

Swainsonshawk

FOSH is a non-profit, 501-c organization, 

and donations are tax-deductible.

If you would like to make a 

donation to our programs, send 

check  payable to:   

Friends of the Swainson’s Hawk

915 L Street, Suite C-425

Sacramento, CA 95814 

To donate to the tax-deductible 

Swainson’s Hawk Endowment Fund at 

the Sacramento Region Community 

Foundation.  Send check payable to 

Swainson’s Hawk Endowment, SRCF.   

We need help with reaching the public 

at fairs, festivals, and at schools.

Contact Us:

Phone:  (916) 447-4956

Email: Contact@swainsonshawk.org

Website: www.swainsonshawk.org

Conservation
What can you do to help?   

Ask cities to stay within their existing 

boundaries.

Support permanent farmland. 

Help monitor and preserve lands.

Make sure that trees are planted to 

serve as nesting habitat in 25 years.

Help educate the public and 

government about how to protect 

Swainson’s Hawks.

Volunteer at a preserve or for FOSH.

Donate to our programs or to our 

endowment for Swainson’s Hawk.

FOSH Scoreboard   
Since 1994, FOSH has focused on 

enforcing laws and implementing policies 

that protect Swainson’s Hawk. The result 

has been achievements in Sacramento, 

Yolo and San Joaquin Counties. When we 

started, governments were holding on to 

funds that had been collected for 

mitigation fees and not buying the land 

intended to be purchased with the fees.  

Now, thousands of acres have been 

permanently protected and managed for 

Swainson’s Hawk because of the watchdog 

efforts of grassroots advocacy.
Photo by Reis Santana




