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March 1 – March 16 we visited Nayarit and Sinaloa for a birding vacation.  This allowed us to do a mini-update on our 1998 Wintering Ground report for March 3-13, 1998.

Best News:  the University of Nayarit, SEMARNAT (Mexican Agency for Environment and Natural Resources) SEDETUR (Mexican Agency for Economic Development and Tourism), the City of San Blas and partners have begun a Nayarit birding festival.  The Third Annual International Migration Birding Festival of Nayarit was held in January, 2007.  Strong partners in this effort are folks from Salt Lake, Utah, including Friends of Salt Lake.  Friends of the Swainson’s Hawk will be finding out more how to support this activity and have the Swainson’s Hawk included. 

Birding.  Great opportunities abound for birding in this area.  Over the two weeks, we identified 150 species, about 12 were new to us.  [List at the end of this report.] We did not see any Swainson’s Hawks and we did not visit the area where we had seen them in 1998.  While we enjoyed the birding, it was also clear that January is the premier month.

Itinerary.  Sacramento-Guadalajara-Santa Maria del Oro Laguna – Cerro San Juan – Capilla de Taxte – San Blas – Paraiso Mirador – Guadalajara.  We flew nonstop from Sacramento to Guadalajara in 3 ½ hours.  Rented a car and drove mostly toll road to Santa Maria del Oro Lake.  The birding was excellent here and we also visited the Volcan Ceburuco.  After five nights at the Koala Bungalows resort, we spent two nights at the Cerro San Juan just south of Tepic, again in a bungalow with kitchenette.  In search of the Tufted Jay, we traveled north toward Mazatlan and the State of Sinaloa, and east on the highway 40 to Durango to a town called Capilla de Taxte (about four hours with a quick picnic lunch on the road and using toll roads where available).  We stayed at Capilla two nights, birding the Barranca del Rancho Liebre and the Panuco Road.  Missed the Tufted Jay though. Then returned to Nayarit and stayed at the beautiful Garza Canela for four nights, birding around San Blas. This included Singyata, La Bajada, the various ponds and trails around San Blas, and the boat trip “La Tovara.” Finally, we spent two nights on the ocean at the Paraiso Mirador Hotel and Trailer Park just north of Santa Cruz/Mirador and close to La Bajada where we birded for the second time.  Our trip this time focused first on highlands, about ten days, and then six days in the lowlands.

Costs. The dollar yields about 11 pesos which is the best exchange we have ever had. However, come of our costs were substantially higher compared to 1998, with our airfare initially costing twice as much; then we had penalties from changing our flight due to illness. [We always fly Mexicana.]  It was much more convenient though to have a non stop flight to Guadalajara rather than go through LAX.  The Garza Canela has increased in price from $58 to about $70.  But it is an excellent value with an outstanding restaurant and supportive staff.  Our other lodgings averaged about $45 a night, and we cooked for ourselves much of the time.  We were also able to buy entire grilled chicken/rice dinners for $5 that would last a couple of days.

Agriculture.  We noticed what we think are shifts in agriculture to large plantings of agave, sugar cane and lime trees.  We heard that coffee (for example at La Bajada) has been replaced by limes. There still remains forest along the agricultural plantings, but we noticed that at Upper Singyata, more forest is being cleared and new plantings made. Since we did not visit the Santiago Ixcuitle and Sestepec area, we were unable to do the comparisons.  Jim was told that because of NAFTA local farmers were unable to compete with their corn crops and corn planting had diminished generally in Nayarit. 

Habitat Impacts.  It was obvious in San Blas that in addition to agriculture changes, urban expansion is taking a  toll on habitat. However, the biggest impact was a hurricane about four years ago that hit directly on San Blas.  Ben Wassick at Santa Maria Lake noted diminished bird presence due to clearing of native habitat behind Koala Bungalows and along the road into the Lake. The Lake has become polluted, in part because of large lawns being fertilized.  That State of Nayarit is  committed to tourism at this lake and working on providing sewer treatment and clean water.

Nayarit is becoming a premier birding destination. Lots of birding trips go here and there’s a lot of information on the internet about these trips.

Bird List.

Black Vulture

Turkey Vulture

Crested Caracara

Grey Hawk

Black Hawk

Crane Hawk

Sharp shinned hawk

Short tailed hawk

Collared Forest Falcon

American kestrel

Ferruginous Pygmy Owl

Rufous bellied West Mexican Chachalaca

Common moorhen

American coot

Red billed pigeon

Band tailed pigeon

White winged dove

Mourning dove

Inca dove

Ruddy ground-dove

Military Macaw

Mexican blue-rumped Parrotlet

Squirrel Cuckoo

Groove billed Ani

Gila Woodpecker

Yellow bellied sapsucker

Lineated Woodpecker

Pale-billed Woodpecker

Acorn Woodpecker

Arizona Woodpecker

Golden Cheeked Woodpecker

Northern Flicker (red shafted)

Frigate bird

White Pelican

Brown Pelican

Olivaceous (Neotropic) Cormorant

Great Blue Heron

Little Blue Heron

Boat Billed Heron

Bare throated Tiger Heron

Green backed Heron

Yellow crowned night heron

Black crowned night heron

Great Egret

Tricolor Egret

Reddish Egret

Snowy Egret

Cattle Egret

Roseate Spoonbill

Wood Stork

White Ibis

Semipalmated Plover

Northern Shovelers

Lesser Scaup

Black Necked Stilt

Avocet

Anhinga

Rufous Necked Wood Rail

Broad-billed hummingbird

Mexican woodnympgh

White eared hummingbird

Beryline hummingbird

Calliope Hummingbird

Cinnamon hummingbird

Violet crowned hummingbird

Blue throated hummingbird

Golden Crowned Emerald

Citreoline trogon

Elegant trogon

Belted kingfisher

Green kingfisher

Ivory-billed creeper

White Striped creeper

Greenish Eleania

Tufted Flycatcher

Greater Pewee

Cordilleran Flycatcher

Black phoebe

Ash Throated Flycatcher

Brown crested Flycatcher

Flammulated Flycatcher

Least Flycatcher

Willow Flycatcher

Boatbilled Flycatcher

Great Kiskedee

Social Flycatcher

Thick-billed Kingbird

Western Kingbird

Tropical Kingbird

Cassin’s Kingbird

Grey-collared Becard

Rosy-throated Becard

Masked Tityra

Northern Rough-winged swallow

Mangrove Swallow

Black throated Magpie Jay

White throated Magpie Jay

Spotted Wren

Happy Wren

Blue grey gnatcatcher

Rufous backed thrush

Brown backed solitaire

Orange billed Nightingale Thrush 

Russet Nightingale Thrush (note west Mexican variant)

Northern Mockingbird

Blue Mockingbird

Grey Silky

Black capped vireo

Hutton’s Vireo

Warbling vireo

Orange crowned warbler

Nashville Warbler

Northern Parula

Yellow rumped warbler

Black throated Grey Warbler

Townsend’s warbler

Hermit Warbler

Black and white warbler

MacGillibray’s warbler

Wilson’s warbler

Painted redstart

Slate throated redstart

Crescent chested warbler

Red warbler

Red faced warbler

Scrub Euphonia

Summer Tanager

Hepatic Tanager

Western Tanager

Flame-colored Tanager

Grayist Saltater

Yellow Grosbeak

Blackheaded Grosbeak

Blue Bunting

Blue Grosbeak

Indigo bunting

Varied Bunting

Painted Bunting

Rusty-crowned ground sparrow

Black headed Siskin

Eastern Bluebird

White collared seedeater

Ruddy-breasted seedeater

Rufous-crowned sparrow

Lark Sparrow

Great Tailed Grackle

Sinaloa Crow

Orchard Oriole

Hooded Oriole

Black Vented Oriole

Streak backed Oriole

Bullock’s Oriole

Yellow-winged Cacique

