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915 L St., C-425

Sacramento, Ca. 95814

916-447-4956

www.swainsonshawk.org
June 11, 2007

Chair Don Nottoli and Members of the Board

County of Sacramento Executive Officer and Planning Director

700 H Street

Sacramento, Ca. 95814

Re: RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO TO TRANSMIT THE DRAFT SOUTH SACRAMENTO HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT TO INITIATE THE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS FOR THE DRAFT SOUTH SACRAMENTO HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN
Dear Chair Nottoli, Members of the Board and Staff:

Friends of the Swainson’s Hawk supports the initiation of the environmental process on a South Sacramento County Habitat Conservation Plan.  

The City of Elk Grove’s request to add land outside its own boundaries for future “take of threatened species” is premature and unjustified.  Landowners and the City have the ability to seek an amendment to the HCP at a later date, if a decision is made to annex and develop land south of Elk Grove. It is their obligation to pay the costs of assessing what will be required to mitigate. In the meantime, there is no justification for denying landowners in this habitat-rich area the right to sell their land for preserves to mitigate for development within the current urban services boundary.  

FOSH does not support removal of the SACOG Blueprint 2050 Vacant Urban Designated Lands area south of the City from the SSHCP receiving area for mitigation.  Among other problems, this would deprive all of these landowners of the right to sell their land for mitigation preserves.   

Congratulations on your progress in large scale planning for permanent habitat conservation.

Sincerely,

Judith Lamare, President

